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The Mausoleum

The old mausoleum was cracked straight down the middle  
like some god in his anger had shot a bolt of lightning at it.  
The granite walls were choked with ivy; the Corinthian columns  
were positively strangled with it.
The air around the mausoleum tasted heavily of lilac, like bitterness  
and regret. Every time the doors to the mausoleum creaked open on nearly
broken hinges it produced a sort of sinking feeling in your stomach.  
There was no real reason for feeling this way except for the sound conjured
images of bony fingers reaching from beyond the veil of death for you.
I used to think that was why people died—because the door to the world  
of death had opened like Pandora’s Box. In my mind, Death waited patiently
just on the other side of that door for some idiot to open it. Once out in the
world he would steal lives in a flash so that he could return before the
doors closed again. The doors don’t open anymore. The ivy had grown so thick  
that only bits and pieces of the granite are visible. Some days I think  
that is enough to hold Death back. Other days I see the funeral processions  
passing by and remember that there are other doorways to Hell.
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Kathleen Beardsell
Kathleen Beardsell is a nature enthusiast who is interested in electronic
literature, open source initiatives, digital culture, and technology.  
She teaches writing at St Charles Community College and St Louis Community
College-Wildwood and holds an MFA from Brown University.

Cameron Beck 
Cameron Beck is a growing father, son, student, writer, musician, and manager. A young  
man from Saint Peters, Cameron is looking to see the rest. He writes music and poetry and is
pursuing studies in English and literature while building a family. 

Tyra Bowman 
Tyra Bowman is a empowered and creative writer and photographer who enjoys exploring  
and finding inspiration in her everyday surroundings.
 
Lindsay Brand  
Lindsay Brand lives in St. Charles, Missouri and teaches English. In her spare time, she
enjoys reading, eating mint chocolate chip ice cream, and secretly being an optimist.  
She has published previously in The Monarch Review.

Debra Crank-Lewis
Debra Crank-Lewis grew up on a farm surrounded by a wonderful extended family.  
There are many teachers in her family tree so perhaps her calling was set early on. She has two 
WONDERFUL children. Reading, travel, cooking, storytelling and now, perhaps photography 
are among her interests.

Kayla Czajkowski
Kayla Czajkowski was born, raised, and currently resides in St. Louis, Missouri. Photography 
has always been a source of great interest and pleasure to her. She loves spending time enjoying 
the simplistic beauty of the country, particularly with her camera. Kayla hopes to continue her 
photographic pursuits throughout her life.
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Dana Delibovi 
Dana Delibovi’s work has appeared in The Formalist, Anderbo.com, Orphic Lute,  

Mid Rivers Review, Spirituality and Health, Red Tape, and The Poetry Society’s Poetry  

in Motion Series. She is an associate editor at Boulevard Magazine in St. Louis. She is
also an adjunct professor of Philosophy at Lindenwood University. Dana was recently
selected as a 30/30 project poet at Tupelo Press.

Amber Dunlap
Amber Dunlap used to spend her summers up in Lamont with her grandma and grandpa.
They used to live just down the road from the old Lamont Cemetery, and her brothers and
she enjoyed sneaking out there and telling ghost stories. The place stuck with her.

Kristen Garcia
Kristen Garcia spends most of her day writing, drawing, playing games, and crying over
television. When not doing these things, she can typically be found at work making funeral
programs. She enjoys good books, well cooked meals, and fluffy cats.

Lacey Garland
Lacey Garland is a writing enthusiast. She graduated in May, and she enjoyed school  
the most when she was in English or writing classes.

Tim Hahn  
Tim Hahn BFA from the Kansas City Art Institute. MFA Washington University.  
Adjunct at SCC for 25 years.

Harleigh Heck 
Harleigh Heck tries not to live a life that she would not be proud to look back upon.  
She realizes that life is not refreshing and invigorating; it is rough and raw and uncomfortable.  
However, she makes life comfortable through meager means.



Mid Rivers Review • Volume XV101

CONTRIBUTORS

Mary Horner
Mary Horner is the author of Strengthen Your Nonfiction and blogs at
writRteachr.blogspot.com. She is the former managing editor of the Journal of  

the American Optometric Association and earned writing/editing certification  
from the American Medical Writers Association. She earned her writing  
certificate from the University of Missouri St. Louis. She teaches communications  
at St. Louis and St. Charles Community Colleges. 

Crystal Iannelli 
Crystal Iannelli is a mover, traveler, photographer, teacher, faithful lover. What wakes her
up in the morning is to watch her preschoolers use their creative minds and imaginations. 

Mary Kane  
Mary Kane is an expatriate of suburban Chicago. A lifelong learner with a passion  
for poetry, she lives in St. Charles and attends St. Charles Community College.  
She is a frequent contributor to Mid Rivers Review.

Daron Kappauff 
Daron Kappauff is a father, a husband, a storyteller, and a poet. He is also an adjunct
professor of English and an aspiring novelist and comic book writer.

Yvonne S. Koch
When Yvonne S. Koch is not teaching or enjoying time with her family she loves  
to travel and spend time outdoors. Her appreciation of God’s nature draws her to
creating landscape photography. More of her photography may be viewed at
www.Behance.net/YKoch.

Jessica Luebbert
Jessica Luebbert is a photographer who can be found on an adventure at any given time,  
talks to animals about as much as people, and always laughs more than breathes. She also  
finds passion in composing quirky blog posts that are more distracting than informing.
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Haley McGrotty 
Haley McGrotty is nineteen years old and a student at St. Charles Community College.
She loves to express how she feels through writing and dancing. She has been dancing
since she was three years old. She plans to become a special needs teacher at the
elementary level and continue to pursue her love for poetry and writing.
 
Emily McGuire  
Emily McGuire is a 23-year-old student at St..Charles Community College studying
sociology and psychology.

Alison Ouellette-Kirby  
Alison Ouellette-Kirby is an artist and has been a faculty member at St. Charles Community
College since 1999.

Diana Nash
Diana Nash has taught speech, drama, and English for over 30 years. She started teaching in 
Thailand, but has spent the rest of her career in St. Charles County. In her free time, she has 
raised two sons and a daughter. A sign in her kitchen reads, “Grandchildren are the reward  
for not strangling your teenagers.” 

Hali Pace
Hali Pace is nineteen years old. She has six brothers and sisters. She is an English major.
When she graduates, she wants to work as a publisher. When she retires, she hopes to own
a bookstore.

Lauren Pearson  
Lauren Pearson would like her writing to give someone the inspiration to live their life  
with the understanding that pain, fear, and confusion are as integral to being whole as
happiness, love, and contentment.
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Kasey Perkins 
Kasey Perkins is a teacher, editor, and writer who completed her MFA in poetry at the
University of Missouri St. Louis. She is the recipient of the 2014 Margaret Leong
Children’s Poetry Prize, and her poems have appeared in the Wisconsin Review. 

Erin Petty 
Erin Petty lives in St. Charles, Missouri, where she was born and raised. She recently
received her Associates of Arts degree from St. Charles Community College, and plans to
continue her education at the University of Missouri – Columbia, majoring in environmental
sciences. Her photographic work, which includes landscapes, as well as flora and fauna, is
heavily influenced by her lifelong love of nature and the environment.

Warren Rich  
Warren Rich is President, CEO of several companies in the automotive and trucking
industry. Retired in 2003, he expanded a lifelong interest in photography to more than a
hobby. He enjoys street photography, both people and scenes., and he specially like the
challenges of photographing his grandchildren and their activities. He believes that if his
images give the viewers pleasure, then all the better.

Henry Salazar  
Henry Salazar is always willing to adventure and keep it real.  
EHarmony and twerking never fail to crack him up. TYBG. 

Sarah Salveggio 
Sarah Salveggio graduated from St. Charles Community College in 2013. She plans on
going back to finish up a bachelor’s degree shortly after returning from a year long
working holiday in New Zealand.

Amber Scholl
Amber Scholl is a recent graduate of St. Charles Community College. Besides writing,  
her other hobbies include reading, crocheting, and trying out craft ideas from Pinterest.   
She enjoys spending time with her family, friends, and pets. 
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Kim Lee Seagull  
Kim Lee Seagull always prays before he writes, for after all, poetry is holy and the reason for  
its success is not an earthly, but a transcendental one, since it comes from the invisible world.  
 
Shamgaud Shuttlesworth
Shamgaud Shuttlesworth was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois and currently  
serves in the United States Army with 226th MWD detachment out of Fort Hood, Texas.  
He has been serving in the military for twelve years.

Brian D. Smith 
Brian D. Smith is currently a professor in the Visual Art department at St. Charles Community 
College. His artwork has been exhibited nationally and is held in numerous public and private 
collections. He is represented by the Duane Reed Gallery in St. Louis, Missouri.

Jordan Starkey
Jordan Starkey continues to rapidly decay towards death; he nevertheless  
remains optimistically deluded.

April Stout  
April Stout created the “Castles in the Sky” body of work to honor and encourage the
artistic endeavors of her 4 children. She is the owner of Sweet Effects photography, now
based in Pinehurst, NC. She does commercial panoramic photography as a Google
Trusted Agency Photographer, in addition to wedding, family and portrait work.

Sabrina Teeple
Sabrina Teeple isn’t sure about much anymore. 

Julie Varwig 
Julie Varwig is a college student studying English at St. Charles Community College.  
Though young, she has been writing poetry for more than a decade and has begun to dabble 
her pen in fiction and blogging. Julie hopes to teach English Literature in the future, as well  
as English as a Second Language.
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Russell Ward
Russell Ward has made it into his mid-twenties. He runs on no sleep and Amp energy drinks  
in order to take care of his family. He spends as much time in the wilderness as he possibly can. 
He associates with questionable characters.  “I have a good life,” he said. 

Sara Welch 
Sara Welch is a young, though, maturing author, who believes wholeheartedly in the  
power of words, honesty and espresso. Overwhelmingly appreciative and elated to have  
been given a corner to call home in the Mid River Review, she is hopeful that this will  
not be her last appearance.

Julie Westrich
Julie Westrich is not the loudest person around and it’s always been easier to show
someone what she’s about than tell them. That’s why she started and continues to take
photos, to explain things to herself and to other people.

Sue Wolf  
Sue Wolf is a St. Louis native and St. Peters resident. She singles out her daughters for
being her greatest joy in life. They have been strong supporters of their mother’s
photography, often helping to critique her work.

Given Zane  
Given Zane is a 21-year-old photographer based out of the Saint Louis Missouri area. He’s
currently going to college for Software Engineering with a minor in photography. He’s been
taking photographs seriously for over a decade now and has no intention of stopping any
time soon.

Megan Zehnder
Megan Zehnder graduated from St. Charles Community College this year.  
She adores writing and has loved being involved in classes in the English department.  
She has found inspiration and enjoyment from her time at St. Charles Community College.
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•	 Original, unpublished poetry, short fiction, creative nonfiction, and artistic black  
	 and white photos, may be submitted from September through January. Entries will  
	 be accepted throughout the year.
•	 No simultaneous submissions. Entries will not be returned.  
	 Enclose a SASE for notification of entry status.
•	 All written submissions must be typed as a Microsoft Word document using 12-point type  
	 and a standard font. Author’s name should not appear anywhere on the manuscript.  
	 With each entry, please staple a sealed envelope containing the work’s title, and the author’s  
	 name, address, phone numbers and email address.
•	 Poems should be single-spaced, one poem per page, with stanza and line breaks  
	 clearly indicated; limit 4 poems.
•	 Fiction or essay entries should be 1500 words or less, double-spaced  
	 (5-6 double-spaced pages); limit two prose entries.
•	 Black and white photos or artwork entries should be submitted initially as 4 x 6  
	 (or larger) prints. Color entries will be considered for cover. Electronic submission  
	 of photos may be required.
•	 If work is accepted, author must provide work in electronic format on  
	 CD or disk (one disk, with each entry as a separate document), or as email attachment  
	 (Microsoft Word or PDF).
•	 Complete the submission form and mail entries to: Virginia Guneyli, Editor,  
	 Mid Rivers Review, HUM 203, St. Charles Community College, 4601 Mid Rivers Mall Drive,  
	 Cottleville, MO 63376.
•	 Individuals whose work is selected for publication will be contacted for a brief bio,  
	 and upon publication will receive two complimentary copies of the journal.




